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July 27, 2022 
 
Paul Tilleman, Trustee 
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder Charitable Trust 
c/o Quarles & Brady, LLP 
411 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 2350 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4426 
 
Dear Mr. Tilleman: 
 
On behalf of Wild Space Dance Company, I am pleased to submit a proposal to the 
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder Charitable Trust in support of our 2022-2023 Season. 
Your support has helped Wild Space engage 11,280 people over the past four seasons, 
including more than 6,000 young people through outreach programs. When 
uncertainty prevails, our passion and commitment to the work we create persists. Your 
support matters more than ever, and in these trying times, Wild Space must not stop 
striving to fulfill its mission to expand the audience for contemporary dance through 
performance and outreach programs reaching diverse communities. We would be 
greatly honored if you renewed your support with a $4,000 grant in honor of our 
36th season and transition to new artistic leadership, ensuring we continue to offer our 
gifts to the city for many years to come. 
 
PROJECT NEED & DESCRIPTION 
Community-inspired performances and collaborations with artists and educators are 
central to Wild Space’s mission to expand the audience for contemporary dance. 
Over the past 35 seasons, Wild Space has created and produced more than 130 
critically acclaimed works that celebrate the culture, history and character of 
Milwaukee, and has provided vitally needed arts education programs in 70 
Milwaukee Public School (MPS) sites. With diminished public funding for both the 
arts and public schools, Wild Space’s artistic focus on Milwaukee’s cultural 
treasures helps strengthen the city’s creative economy, while its outreach 
concentration on creativity, cooperative learning and physical fitness bridges an 
arts education gap for underserved audiences. To fill those needs, Wild Space’s 
2022-2023 season will offer outreach programs for MPS students and dance events 
celebrating Milwaukee as a source of inspiration through site-based, cross-
disciplinary performances. 
 
In addition, this season, Wild Space will transition to new artistic leadership and 
expand programming to meet the challenges of a changing socio-economic climate 
while sustaining the company’s gifts to Milwaukee. Thirty-five years after founding 
Wild Space, Founding Director Debra Loewen will transition to an advisory role 
and longtime Wild Space Artistic Associates Dan Schuchart and Monica Rodero 
will step up as Artistic Co-Directors. Concurrently, the Board’s Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Plan will increase education and community programming for 
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underserved populations in a way that is culturally responsive, and increase access to live performances 
in new, underserved neighborhoods. 
 
Wild Space is as committed to access as we are to artistry. Recent studies have shown that school-based 
arts and physical activity create a positive environment for children to succeed. A 2012 National 
Endowment for the Arts study found that “At-risk students who have access to the arts in or out of 
school also tend to have better academic results, better workforce opportunities, and more civic 
engagement.” Yet most schools have limited or no funding for such activities. To help bridge that gap, 
Wild Space will help underserved youth from diverse backgrounds enhance their self-esteem; develop 
their problem-solving and critical thinking skills; and enhance their physical fitness. During the 2018-19 
season, Wild Space reached 3,069 young people, with demographics of 58% Hispanic, 29% African-
American, 9% Caucasian, 3% Asian and 2% Native American and other (MPS data).  
 

Ø Project Dance Makers: Designed for K4 through 8th grade students at five Milwaukee school 
sites, Project Dance Makers offers participants an opportunity to explore their creativity through 
the process of making dances. Sites include Bruce Guadalupe Community School, Forest Home 
Elementary Schools, Lincoln Center Middle School of the Arts, Manitoba Elementary School, 
and Sherman Multicultural Arts School. Culminating in an on-site performance, Project Dance 
Makers engages students in the invention of creative movement, the exploration of music and 
rhythm, and the physical activity of dance to improve physical fitness and critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills. 

Ø Wild Arts: Summer Creative Arts Camp: Offers 5th through 8th grade students the 
opportunity to develop skills in dance, visual arts and theater. Wild Arts is a free half-day 
program, four days per week for five weeks at Lincoln Center Middle School of the Arts, with 
offsite experiences at Turners Gymnasium and the Milwaukee Art Museum. Wild Arts supports 
physical, emotional and intellectual development, while offering a creative alternative to 
unsupervised and potentially dangerous situations during the summer. 

 
SEASON GOALS & OUTCOMES 
The goals of the 2022-2023 season initiatives are to commemorate Wild Space’s 35-year legacy of 
dancemaking in Milwaukee by making live performance and arts education accessible and safe. We will 
continue to engage diverse audiences in new, original artwork, enhance arts and physical fitness 
experiences for underserved young people, and increase organizational capacity through strategic 
collaborations. The criteria for success are: 
Ø Cumulative audience of 4,000 to 5,000 and online impressions of 10,000 or more. 
Ø A total of 1,500 to 2,000 people reached through outreach, 200 to 250 through hands-on workshops. 
Ø At least 80% of the elementary through high school outreach participants will increase their self-

discipline and knowledge of performance by collaboratively coordinating a dance. 
Ø At least 75% of the elementary through high school outreach participants will increase their critical 

thinking skills by identifying connections between dance and academic disciplines in their work. 
Ø Enhance organizational capacity through strategic community collaborations with community 

artists, the Milwaukee Art Museum, UW-Milwaukee and Milwaukee Public Schools.  
Ø Three performance events of well-received original artwork as measured by positive audience 

feedback and critical reviews in the media, including one presented free-of-charge.  
Ø Transition to new artistic leadership and expand programming to meet the challenges of a changing 

socio-economic climate while sustaining the company’s gifts to Milwaukee. 
 

Performance events for 2022-2023 include: 
Ø Unmaking/Making, a dance triptych embodying the ideas of South African artist William Kentridge 

(Sept. 15-16, with open rehearsals in Aug., at The Warehouse, 1635 W. St. Paul Ave.) 
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Ø History of the Future, a showcase of choreography from Founding Director Debra Loewen, 
incoming Artistic Co-Director Dan Schuchart, and dancers Katelyn Altmann and Jenni Reinke (Dec. 
1-3 at UWM Mitchell Hall Studio 254, 3203 N. Downer Ave.) 

Ø Everyone Is Welcome, a series of free, site-specific performances at Forest Home Cemetery 
featuring the work of culturally diverse choreographers for InSite: Choreographic 
Apprenticeship, a new initiative to develop and support choreographers of color in the creation of 
site-based dance in underserved neighborhoods (June 2023 at 2405 W. Forest Home Ave.). 

 
BACKGROUND & MISSION 
Founded by Artistic Director Debra Loewen in 1986, Wild Space Dance Company is known for site-
specific works and artistic collaborations. Wild Space’s mission is to explore diverse cultural 
landscapes to create provocative new choreography, site-based performances, and educational 
opportunities; cultivate creative experimentation, innovation, and collaboration by investing in local 
artists; and engage audiences with dance in a shared experience of place and community. Over the past 
35 years, Wild Space has created more than 200 original dance works, which have been performed to 
critical acclaim throughout Wisconsin, and on tour in Minneapolis, Chicago, New York, Japan and 
South Korea. An affiliate of UPAF, Wild Space is a cultural partner of the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra’s Project ACE, and is a company-in-residence at Lincoln Center Middle School of the Arts.   
 
Thank you for continued support of Wild Space. For over three decades, the people of this 
community have made an investment in the growth and success of Wild Space, clearly demonstrating 
that the arts are an essential tie that binds all people together and can define the richness and diversity 
of a community. We respectfully request your investment in Wild Space and the many ways we 
enrich and brighten our community. The enclosed packet includes our board list, financial 
statements, organization budget, factsheet, and IRS tax determination letter confirming the 
company’s 501(c)3 status. If you have any questions, please call Wild Space at 414/271-0307. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Joy Peot-Shields 
Board President 
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 2022-2023 Board of Directors 

 Joy Peot-Shields RA,  President 
 Owner/Architect, PeotShields Architecture 
 3033 North Hackett Avenue 
 Milwaukee, WI 53211 
 C: 414/313-2300 
 jpeot@sbcglobal.net 

 Yeng Vang-Strath,  Vice President 
    MPS Educator, Milwaukee Public Schools 
 5225 W. Vliet Street 
 Milwaukee, WI 53208 
 C: 551/655-8028 
 vangstrath@gmail.com 

 Felita Daniels Ashley,  Interim Treasurer* 
 Director of School Development, 
 TransCenter for Youth 
 1749 N. 16th Street 
 Milwaukee, WI 53205 
 W: 414/933-7895 F: 414/933-5433 
 fdashley@transcenterforyouth.org 

 Lisa M. Lawless,  Secretary 
 Attorney, Husch Blackwell LLP 
 511 N. Broadway, Suite 1100 
 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 W: 414/978-5438 F: 414/223-5000 
 Lisa.lawless@huschblackwell.com 

 Meghan DeMore 
 Associate, Foley & Lardner LLP 
 777 E. Wisconsin Avenue 
 Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 W: 414/297-5831 F: 414/297-4900 
 mdemore@foley.com 

 Simone Linhares Ferro 
 Retired, UW-Milwaukee 
 2400 E Kenwood Boulevard 
 Milwaukee, WI 53211 
 W: 414/229-4178 
 sferro@uwm.edu 

 Daniel Grego, Ph.D. 
    Retired, TransCenter for Youth 
 1749 N. 16th Street 
 Milwaukee, WI 53205 
 W: 414/933-7895 F: 414/933-5433 
 dgrego@transcenterforyouth.org 

 Anne Wing Hamilton, Ph.D. 
 Community Volunteer 
 2963 N. Lake Drive 
 Milwaukee, WI 53211 
 C: 414/704-0890 
 hamiltoa@uww.edu 

 Julie Kerksick 
 Senior Policy Advocate Public Policy Institute 
 728 N. James Lovell Street 
 Milwaukee, WI 53233 
 W: 414/270-2948 
 C: 414/795-8566 
 juliekerksick@gmail.com 

 Jean Novy 
 Community Volunteer 
 2408 Upper N Terrace Avenue 
 Milwaukee, WI 53211 
 C: 414/510-3963 
 jeanenovy@hotmail.com 

 *Interim appointment following the unexpected 
 death of Tricia Knight, CPA, Wild Space 
 Treasurer for more than 30 years. 
 We are working with Tricia’s firm, RitzHolman, 
 to fill the vacancy she left. 
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Please note: The Wild Space 
Board of Directors has 

approved extending use of the 
2021-2022 budget through 

Aug. 16th, when the 2022-2023 
budget will be voted on.
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ABOUT THE COMPANY  
Founded by Artistic Director Debra Loewen in 1986, Wild Space is 
celebrating more than three decades in Milwaukee. Known for site-
specific works and artistic collaborations, the company has created more 
than 130 original dance works, which have been performed to critical 
acclaim throughout Wisconsin, and on tour in Minneapolis, Chicago, New 
York, Japan and South Korea. These works include productions inspired 
by the lives and voices of Milwaukee, and site-specific dance events 
celebrating the community's built and natural environment.  
 

Continuing its 35-year legacy in Milwaukee, this season Wild Space 
transitions to new artistic leadership, renewing its gifts to the city for 
many years to come. Events include “Unmaking/Making,” a dance 
triptych embodying the ideas of South African artist William Kentridge 
(Sept. 15-16, with open rehearsals in Aug., at The Warehouse, 1635 W. 
St. Paul Ave.); “History of the Future,” a showcase of new work by 
Founding Director Debra Loewen, incoming Artistic Co-Director Dan 
Schuchart, and special guest artists that looks back as we move forward 
(Dec. 1-3 at UWM Mitchell Hall Studio 254, 3203 N. Downer Ave.); and 
“Everyone Is Welcome,” a series of free, site-specific performances 
at Forest Home Cemetery featuring the work of culturally diverse 
choreographers for our new initiative, InSite: Choreographic 
Apprenticeship (June 2023 at 2405 W. Forest Home Ave.). 
 

Loewen has garnered critical acclaim and awards, including a 2015 Career 
Recognition from the Wisconsin Dance Council, a 2011 Milwaukee Arts 
Board Artist of the Year Award and multiple fellowships from Milwaukee 
County, the Wisconsin Arts Board and the National Endowment for the 
Arts. A senior lecturer at UWM, Loewen has taught at Lawrence 
University, the University of Delaware and Alverno College. She holds a 
BFA in dance from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and an 
MFA in dance from UWM.  

D e b r a  L o e w e n  -  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r 
“…smart, stirring 
choreography…a wonder 
to behold.”    

Dance Magazine 
 

“…richly imaginative 
 and witty.”  

New York Times 

 

CONTACT 
Wild Space Dance Company 
Debra Loewen, Artistic Director 
Jenni Reinke, Managing Director 
414.271.0307  
info@wildspacedance.org  
P.O. Box 511665 
820 E. Knapp Street 
Milwaukee, WI  53203 
www.wildspacedance.org  

Wild Space’s mission is to expand the audience 
for contemporary dance through performance 
and educational programs in the greater 
Milwaukee area and throughout southeastern 
Wisconsin, reaching diverse communities. The 
company’s goals are to create and produce 
new, original work each season that engages a 
diverse audience and implement outreach 
programs that reach under-served students.  
 

 



 

Critics’ Comments 
 
 

“…a fascinating evening of dance 
and sound.” 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
 

“…the show made clear that for 
30 years Wild Space has been 
home to performers of great 
character.” 

Shepherd Express 
 
 

“Let your mind wander into the 
space with the dancers, and 
something remarkable happens—
moments of drama and connection 
unfold.” 

Milwaukee Magazine 

 
 

“At a performance of such 
magnitude and complexity as 
Debra Loewen’s Into the Garden 
with Wild Space Dance 
Company…the once-in-a-lifetime 
fact of the event is overwhelming.”  

Shepherd Express 

 
 

“Loewen was asking what dance is. 
Her answers were unpretentious 
reminders of the works of modern 
art masters she admires…” 

Shepherd Express 
 

Wild Space outreach programs expand students’ understanding of dance, visual 
art, music and wellness. A company-in-residence at Lincoln Center Middle 
School of the Arts, Wild Space has worked with more than 70 Milwaukee 
Public Schools and is a cultural partner in the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra’s Project ACE (Arts in Community Education) and The Kennedy 
Center Turnaround Arts Program. Over the past four seasons, Wild 
Space has engaged more than 6,000 young people. Programs 
include Project Dance Makers, A-B-C-Dance!, Wild Arts Summer Camp, and after-
school residencies. 

A striking perspective on movement in space, Wild Space’s acclaimed site-
specific events transform Milwaukee landmarks into “…imagination-
stirring, site-specific modern dance performances…” (Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel). Recent events include Into the Garden at Villa Terrace (16), 
Artifacts at Riverwest’s Goat Palace (17), Acts of Discovery at a former dairy 
distributor (18), Making/Unmaking at The Warehouse (19), Off the Page at 
Boswell Book Company (20), the Parking Lot Dance Series at four lots across 
the city (20-21), Flipside/Lakeside at Milwaukee Art Museum (21), and InSite: 
Dances for Washington Park (22). 
 

Cross-discipline works are also a central focus for Wild Space performances, 
bringing together actors, musicians and emerging choreographers to create 
original work inspired by history, the human condition and a generous dose of 
humor. Recent collaborators include the Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee 
Opera Theatre and local artist Tom Bamberger.  
 OUTREACH 

PERFORMANCE 

In the rehearsal process I strive to work with the dancers to incorporate 
their ideas, actions, and movements into the development of each dance.  
This collaborative approach to creating dances offers a basic framework for 
perceiving, understanding, and executing movement and dance activity.   
 

The dances I make are not based on one school of dance technique –  instead 
I look at each dance as an opportunity to invent or create a new movement 
language.  Choreography has always been the most fascinating way for me to 
learn about the world around me.  The dances I create begin as movement 
investigations of these ideas and issues.   
 

I like dances that challenge the audience members to create individual 
responses and connections to the movement ideas that unfold before them.  
Choreography ought to engage the intellect, satisfy the eye, and offer the 
audience members a reflection of their humanity. 

 

 

ARTISTIC STATEMENT – DEBRA LOEWEN 

An affiliate of the United Performing Arts Fund, Wild Space is supported in part by grants from corporations, foundations, 
individual donors, Milwaukee County CAMPAC, the Milwaukee Arts Board and the Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds from the 

State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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MILWAUKEE WI 55203

)22630

Employer Identification Number: 39-1602186

Person to Contact: Mr. Morton
Toll Free Telephone Number: 1-877-829-5500

Dear     Taxpayer:

This is in response to your request of Jan~ 17, 2008, regarding your

tax-exempt status.

Our records indicate that a deter~nination letter was issued in

February 1988, that recognized you as exempt from Federal income tax,

and discloses that you are currently exempt under section 501(c)(3)

of the Internal Revenue Code.

Our" records also indicate you are not a private foundation within the

meaning of section 509(a) of the Code because you are described in

section(s) 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi).

Donors may deduct contributions to you as provided in section 170 of

the Code. Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you or

for your use are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes

if they meet the applicable provisions of sections 2055, 2106, and

2522 of the Code.

If you have any questions, please cal! us at the telephone number

shown in the heading of this letter.

Sincerely yours,

Michele M. Sullivan, Oper. Mgr.

Accounts Management Operations I


